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Finding an Article from a Database 

Using your identified key terms and concepts and decide which databases to search. This assignment 

will help you first identify appropriate databases and begin to understand why the particular database 

you chose is an appropriate database for your research. You will develop an understanding of the 

database search process. 

Step 1: Choose a database 

Choose two library databases.  List each database you chose, what it contains (including date ranges) 

and why you chose it. 

Database 1: 

 

 

Database 2: 

 

 

Step 2: Construct a search  

Using one of the databases you selected, search for articles on your topic. 

A. Which database did you search? 

 

B.  Write down your search. 

 

 

C.  How many results did you get? 

 

 

D. Revise your search.  How did you revise your search? How did that change your search results? 
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Step 3: Find the full text and cite the article  

Find a useful article from your search results to use for your debate. 

A.  Write down the citation. 

 

B. Find the full text of the article. How did you find it? 

 

 

 

  Purpose and Learning Outcomes: 

1. Identifies key concepts and terms that describe the information needed. 

2. Selects efficient and effective approached for assessing the information needed from 

the investigative method or information retrieval system. 

3. Constructs a search strategy using appropriate commands for the information retrieval 

system selected. 

4. Implements the search strategy in various information retrieval systems using different 

user interfaces and search engines, with different command languages, protocols and 

search parameters. 

5. Assesses the quantity, quality and relevance of the search results to be determined 

whether alternative information retrieval systems or investigative methods should be 

utilized. 

6. Identifies gaps in the information retrieved and determines if the search strategy should 

be revised. 

 

 ACRL Information Literacy Standards incorporated in this assignment: 

Standard 1: The information literate student determines the nature and extent of the 

information needed. 

Standard 2: The information literate student accessed needed information effectively 

and efficiently. 

 

 


